II. SUMMARY
An important perspective is missing from U.S. legal education. Law schools in the United States, unlike their European counterparts, fail to teach the roots of the law, or any legal history at all, except for a few scattered references to Olde England and Blackwell. This lapse is unfortunate because many young idealists enroll in law school with the desire to bring about change. They, as well as those uninterested in reform, would benefit from the lessons of history. After all, "the founders of modern comparative law were nearly all great legal historians."
3 True legal scholars as well as advocates for change should study legal history and the different approaches that different communities have taken in response to the same problems of the past.
Professor Head advocates for the study of law in an historical perspective. 4 In fact, he argues that a true understanding of the differences in legal systems requires a two-perspective approach. 5 Professor Head thus takes the reader through the great legal traditions in "spatial" and "temporal" ways, examining their culture, history, and evolution. Yet Professor Head's book is not a "comparative law" text as such. Indeed, the author disparages that term, noting that there is no type of law called comparative law. He prefers the term "comparison of laws." 6 Noting that a theoretical approach to historical and cultural movements is not enough, Professor Head also examines contemporary practice. He recognizes that "[a] legal system has actual rules and institutions . . . . Hence it is necessary to look at the nuts and bolts of specific legal systems . . . to see how each of the great legal traditions actually plays out in practice." 7 The book is organized into seven chapters. Chapter One is an introduction to the concept of legal history, the contemporary operation of legal systems, and the value of the study of each. 8 The next six chapters are arranged according to his two-perspective approach, dividing each of the three legal systems into both historical and 
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operational perspectives. Chapter Two addresses civil law in the historical perspective, 9 while Chapter Three addresses civil law in the operational perspective. 10 Chapters Four and Five tackle the common law in the historical 11 and operational 12 perspectives, respectively. Lastly, Chinese legal tradition in the historical perspective is the focus of Chapter Six, 13 while its operational perspective is discussed in Chapter Seven. 14 
A. Civil Law
Chapter Two covers the evolution of civil law in the western tradition, starting with class conflict in Ancient Rome, which led the way to attempts to codify Roman laws. 15 It moves on through the effects of Christianity, the eclipse of the law in the "Dark Ages," the rediscovery of Justinian's Digest in the Renaissance, and the enactment of the French and German Civil codes. 16 The sub-heading to one section of Chapter Two gives a good sense of the chapter's scope: "Republic and Empire, East and West, Polytheism and Christianity." 17 The text documents every step along the road with footnotes, appendices, charts, and boxes of interesting side information.
It is hard to imagine a more comprehensive coverage in a mere sixty-six pages.
Chapter Three is the first of the operational perspectives chapters. As he does in the other operational chapters, Professor Head discusses the sources of law and the players in the featured system. 18 He explains the roles of judges, public prosecutors, government lawyers, advocates, and notaries, 19 as well as the structures of the courts, the role of case law versus statutes, the licensing of lawyers, and the appointment of judges. 20 And with each system's operational chapter, he concludes with a KANSAS LAW REVIEW [Vol. 60 treatment of the criminal procedure as it functions in each of the systems.
21
The coverage of Chapter Three centers on Italy, a civil law country in which Professor Head spent time as a Fulbright scholar and of which he can speak from personal experience. 22 As in the rest of the book, he has chosen entertaining and informative methods of dispensing information. He explains the Italian law school system through an interview with an Italian law student. 23 The "Q and A" format makes for easy reading yet is thorough in its coverage. In the criminal procedure section, Professor Head uses contemporary real world cases to explain the workings of criminal procedure in a civil law system. 24 He reprints a student's paper that outlines the procedural workings of the infamous murder case involving American exchange student Amanda Knox, who was accused of killing her British roommate, Meredith Kercher, in Perugia. 25 The article was written for an American audience unfamiliar with the civil law criminal system and effectively clarifies the Italian court procedure. 26 Finally, Professor Head includes a highly entertaining article that reimagines the O.J. Simpson trial through the eyes of a criminal lawyer in a civil law country. 27 The article, written in the form of a screenplay by my colleague Myron Moskovitz, is a refreshing and non-judgmental comparison of the European and U.S. criminal law systems. Using modern stories-especially scandalous and controversial cases-is indeed an effective way to teach the law.
At the end of the chapter, Professor Head postulates that, historically, the shared Christianity of the European countries was a "glue" that held the civil law traditions together. 28 
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Europeans, the civil law tradition may lose its adhesive power.
29
Professor Head's provocative prediction rings true. As the composition of the world changes with globalization and increasing migration, populations will become more diverse. The effect that diversity has will be interesting to watch. One wonders whether diversity can bring strength, as it does in the evolution of species.
30
In any event, an increasingly diverse society must learn the lessons of history as the law continues to evolve.
B. Common Law
Chapter Four covers the history and development of the common law tradition. It starts with the Celts and moves through the Norman Conquests, the early writ system, Blackstone's Commentaries, and the migration of the common law to England's colonies. 31 It ends with the U.S. system. 32 Chapter Four is another thorough and comprehensive treatment of many centuries of legal history compressed into fifty pages. Professor Head includes a sidebar explaining the Battle of Hastings and containing depictions of the battle taken from the Bayeux Tapestry. 33 Professor Head uses his talent for simplifying concepts, explaining the clash between the principles of equity and the established principles of common law. 34 He explains that the courts of equity arose in response to circumstances that were not appropriately covered by the common law. "It may also have seemed simpler, in fact, to evolve an entirely new legal system and judicial administration than to attempt to bring about 29 He employs a sports metaphor to illustrate the point that the founding of the courts of equity allowed litigants to make an "end run" around the local courts if they could navigate through the writ system-and even then they probably would obtain only partial relief in a court of equity. 
38
Chapter Five covers the operational aspects of the common law. Here, Professor Head departs from the organization of the earlier operational chapter-Chapter Three-by providing short, indented "Highlights" paragraphs at the start of each sub-heading. 39 He is able to write Chapter Five in a more summary fashion because much of its information was included in Chapter Three in the course of contrasting the civil law traditions. He points out what should have been obvious to me but was not-the common law arose in the British Isles separately from the law of the European continent because of England's isolation from the rest of Europe. 40 Although the European countries interacted with each other and exchanged the ideas that make up their civil law tradition, the English common law system stood alone-until it was exported to its colonies. 41 Professor Head posits that, in the modern era, statutes and case law 42. The use of "caselaw" as if it were one word has grown increasingly popular. Black's Law Dictionary lists it in the one-word form as "caselaw," but it notes that it is "[a]lso written case law." BLACK'S LAW DICTIONARY 244 (9th ed. 2009). The example the dictionary gives, however, in which the defined term is used in a sentence, spells it as two words: "Case law in some form and to some extent is found wherever there is law." Id. (quoting Karl N. Llewellyn, Case Law, in 3 ENCYCLOPEDIA SOC. SCI. 249 (1930)). In fact, Professor Head reprints an article that uses the words "case law," yet he uses "caselaw" when inserting his own comments in brackets. HEAD, supra note 1, at 441.
have "roughly equal weight" as sources of primary law. 43 He quotes a treatise by René David and John E.C. Brierley when describing the superiority of case-driven common law over statute-based civil law: 
C. Chinese Law
In Chapter Six, Professor Head addresses Chinese law-the law that is least familiar to U.S. lawyers. Professor Head taught in Beijing in 1994 and can personally attest to some of the changes in China. 47 Chinese history is ancient-longer than Europe's and certainly longer than the United States'-yet Professor Head rises to the challenge of summarizing it in eighty pages, 48 after using sixty-six for the civil law system and fifty for the common law. He explains the historical concepts of Chinese law in his easy, conversational style. Chapter Six takes the reader from the law codes of dynastic China in the Second Century BCE 49 change from feudalism to imperialism, starting around 100 BCE, and "the growing urbanization and commercialization of Chinese life," which started in the Ninth Century CE. 52 The enormity of this time span is enough to daunt most people, yet Professor Head tackles it without hesitation.
Professor Head uses examples to show that Chinese law is rooted in a debate about the innate nature of human beings. 53 Confucius was a utopian who believed that government should be "placed in the hands of true gentlemen who were dedicated to the ritual and ceremony that . . . had been the hallmark of a glorious past, and with law and punishment relegated to a very meager role." 54 The Legalists took a dimmer view of humankind, believing that people would be more likely motivated by punishment than by moral example. 55 This dispute has taken place around the world for centuries and continues today. In that way, the ancient Chinese arguments are quite contemporary.
Despite this ongoing dispute, Chinese law has maintained an amazing continuity. Through the centuries, Chinese law has set forth the same fundamental principles: harmony, ritual, stability, and moral virtue. 56 Professor Head notes that, unlike Westerners, the Chinese may not consider change as natural and may not believe that laws need to change when society changes. 57 Indeed, the Chinese's lack of interest in change is supported by stories of the early Westerners who first "discovered" China. "From the beginning the Westerners . . . were highly interested in China and its ways. . . . [ readers will be interested in only one of the two. His organization makes it easy for a reader to choose which of the three systems to focus on and enables a quick look or an in-depth study of either. For instance, one who wants to know only the procedural aspects of modern civil law systems could skip straight to Chapter Three. The choice is the reader's. Each chapter begins with Study Questions. 87 These give the reader a preview of the issues to be discussed as well as a useful method of review. Students should find these particularly useful. The Bibliography helpfully lists its sources by topic. 88 This book includes many user-friendly resources. These comprise charts, 89 98 Flow charts show the process of a criminal case through various court systems. 99 Professor Head has even penned catchy tunes to help remember dates, such as "History of the Chinese Legal Tradition in Song." 100 These visual aids, along with the informative appendices, bring the materials to life. Professor Head uses a casual but lively voice, feeling free to utilize slang and non-legal terms to enlighten the reader. His own extensive travel and work in foreign countries allow him to make "personal observations" 101 that give his statements an authenticity that is lacking in the typical tome. All of these devices make otherwise KANSAS LAW REVIEW [Vol. 60 dense material entertaining and accessible. One criticism I have is that the timeline at the start of the book was assembled out of order. 102 This was the fault of the publisher and will likely be repaired in future editions. My only other criticism is of the Index. 103 It lacks the specificity that I desire in an index. While trying to relocate things I had read in the text so that I could quote them in this review, I examined the Index only to find it lacked the extensiveness I expected to find. Further, there was no reference to my colleague, Myron Moskovitz, whose article was reprinted in its entirety at the end of Chapter Three. 104 I am sure there are other omissions in the Index as well. If these are the only parts of the book that I can find fault with, however, I must conclude that the book is nearly perfect.
IV. CONCLUSION
John Head has written an incredibly detailed and impressive history of three important legal systems: civil law, common law, and Chinese law. Each of these systems has a rich tradition that he deftly compressed and explained in simple terms in the book. In addition to the history, Professor Head has explained the "nuts and bolts" of the present-day operation of these systems. This knowledge is important to an understanding of law in an increasingly global world. I highly recommend Great Legal Traditions to historians, sociologists, political scientists, lawyers, law students, and anyone who is interested in the evolution of law throughout the ages or in the present workings of the three major legal systems.
